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BATTLE LINES DRAWN 
OVER COURT NOMINEE 


Groups mobilize in clash over Kennedy replacement 


BY MICHAEL D. SHEAR 
& THOMAS KAPLAN 


WASHINGTON 

A political war over replacing 
Justice Anthony Kennedy roared to 
life on Thursday in Washington, the 
start of an election-season battle 
over a Supreme Court retirement 
that will reshape the country’s judi- 
cial future. 

Hours after Kennedy’s an- 
nouncement Wednesday that he 
will step down July 31, conservative 
organizations were mobilizing to 


support the Republican-controlled 
Senate in a quick confirmation ofa 
justice who would be expected to 
vote against the court’s liberal prec- 
edents. One group, the Judicial Cri- 
sis Network, has already started a 
$1 million ad campaign urging peo- 
ple to support the president’s 
choice. 

Democrats and liberal advocacy 
organizations face enormous chal- 
lenges in their efforts to prevent 
President Donald Trump and the 
Republicans from installing a con- 

SEE COURT « A6 
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Justice Anthony 
Kennedy will step down 
from the bench on July 31. 


REPORT: PARENTS DEPORTED 
WITHOUT CHILDREN BEFORE 
‘ZERO-TOLERANCE’ POLICY 


BY KATE MORRISSEY 


Even before the Trump admin- 
istration’s “zero-tolerance” policy 
went into effect in May, parents 
who crossed the border illegally 
were deported without the chil- 
dren they came with, according to 
anewreport. 

At least 228 children were left 
behind when their parents were re- 
moved after they crossed illegally 
together into the U.S. in April, ac- 
cording to the Transactional Re- 
cords Access Clearinghouse of Syr- 
acuse University. That’s one month 


before Attorney General Jeff Ses- 
sions announced that the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security would 
refer everyone caught crossing the 
border for prosecution, a policy 
that led to public outrage over fam- 
ily separations and adults de- 
ported without their children. 
Though the administration has 
said that family separations had to 
occur for parents to go into federal 
criminal custody, TRAC found 
that only one parent of these 228 
children was referred for prose- 
cution. 
SEE DEPORTED « A8 


5 KILLED BY GUNMAN 
MARYLAND NEWSPAPER 


= 
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Suspect in ‘targeted attack’ lost defamation case against news organization, had vendetta, police say 


U-T NEWS SERVICES 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. 

A man with a vendetta against a 
Maryland newspaper fired a shotgun 
through the newsroom’s glass doors 
and at its employees, killing five and in- 
juring two others Thursday in a tar- 
geted shooting, according to police. 

The attack appears to be the deadli- 
est involving journalists in the United 
States in decades. 


A bulletin emailed to Maryland law 
enforcement officials identified the 
shooting suspect as Jarrod Ramos, 38. 
Police were searching an apartment in 
Laurel, Md., late Thursday that is tied 
to Ramos. 

In 2015, Ramos lost a defamation 
case he brought against the paper over 
a2011 column. The column provided an 
account of Ramos’ guilty plea to crimi- 
nal harassment of a woman over social 
media. 


Police, who arrived at the scene 
within aminute ofthe reported gunfire, 
apprehended a single gunman found 
hiding under a desk in the newsroom, 
according to officials in Anne Arundel 
County, where the attack occurred. 

The suspected gunman was not co- 
operating with police investigators. He 
carried canisters with smoke grenades 
that he used inside the building, police 
said. 

SEE SHOOTING e A7 


Police respond to 
the shooting at the 
Capital Gazette in 
Annapolis, Md., 
Thursday. Five em- 
ployees were killed 
and two more were 
wounded after a 
gunman opened fire 
through the build- 
ing’s glass doors. 


SEMPRA 
SELLING 
ASSETS; 
INVESTORS 
UNMOVED 


San Diego company set 
to offload all of its solar 
and wind holdings in U.S. 


BY ROB NIKOLEWSKI 


Sempra Energy announced 
Thursday it plans to sell some ofits 
assets, but that did not appear to 
quell criticism by a group of activist 
investors who complain the San Di- 
ego-based Fortune 500 company is 
under-performing and needs to 
make changes to its board of direc- 
tors. 

The company said it intends to 
sell all ofits solar and wind holdings 
in the U.S., as well as gas storage fa- 
cilities in the Deep South. 

Although renewable energy “isa 
vital part of the energy landscape,” 
Sempra CEO Jeff Martin said in a 
news release just before the com- 
pany held a conference for in- 
vestors and energy analysts, “we 
have determined that our U.S. solar 
and wind generation businesses 
would be more valuable to another 
owner.” 

The plan is expected to reduce 
the value of assets on Sempra’s sec- 
ond-quarter balance sheet by as 
muchas $1.55 billion. 

The move comes a little more 
than two weeks after a group 
headed by Elliott Management and 
Bluescape Resources challenged 
Sempra, saying up to $16 billion in 
shareholder value can be added if 
the company dramatically stream- 
lines its corporate structure. Elliott 
and Bluescape control 4.9 percent 
of Sempra’s shares. 

The activist investors’ recom- 
mendations include: 

SEE SEMPRA e A10 


NEW ARRIVALS FACILITY TO OPEN 


Customs will use facial 
recognition to speed 
entry at S.D. airport 


BY JENNIFER VAN GROVE 


With the debut of a new 
$229.4 million international 
arrivals facility, people en- 
tering San Diego from other 
countries will find that 
Lindbergh Field is now 
equipped with a biometric 
identification system that 
promises a speedier trip 
through customs. 

Starting Saturday, inter- 
national travelers, begin- 


ning with passengers arriv- 
ing from a Japan Airlines 
flight out of Tokyo, will be 
processed through San Di- 
ego’s modernized 130,000 
square-foot arrivals facility. 
Located at the west end of 
Terminal 2, the space is five 
times larger than the previ- 
ous international arrivals 
area and is punctuated by a 
wealth of natural light, 
views of San Diego and two 
custom art installations. 
The experience, however, 
culminates with a federal in- 
spection process where fa- 
cial recognition technology 
is employed to get people in 


SEE FACILITY ¢ A11 


HOWARD LIPIN U-T 


The new arrivals facility at San Diego 
International Airport will use facial 
recognition to confirm that each per- 
son matches their passport photo. 


TRI-CITY TO STOP INPATIENT 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 


BY PAUL SISSON 


In a move that would signifi- 
cantly limit the availability of 
emergency psychiatric services in 
coastal North County, Tri-City 
Medical Center announced this 
week that it plans to close two 
heavily-used mental health units 
within the next 60 days. 

In a special meeting held Tues- 
day, hospital directors voted 7-0 to 
“suspend operations” of the 
Oceanside hospital’s 18-bed be- 
havioral health unit and its re- 
cently-opened crisis stabilization 
unit. The move, announced to the 


public Wednesday, brought an ex- 


tremely concerned response 
Thursday at the hospitaľs 
monthly board meeting. 


Many said they were shocked 
that such an important decision 
had been made without first con- 
sulting with the advocacy groups, 
local governments, law enforce- 
ment agencies and others who 
have worked with Tri-City for dec- 
ades on the difficult issue of mental 
health treatment. 

Though directors insisted that 
the suspension would not hurt pa- 
tients, and said they are bolstering 

SEE TRI-CITY ¢ A11 
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2018 GMC CANYON 


POWER WINDOWS, POWER 
DOOR LOCKS, ALLOY 
WHEELS & MORE! 


$18,995 


NCBCG PRICE 
5 at this price 


HEADING BACK TO PORT 


Carnival Cruise Line is set to return to San Diego 
after seven-year absence with 10 new sailings. C1 


North County Buick GMC SUMMER SIZZLERSI!! 


2018 GMC TERRAIN 


PER MONTH 
LEASES] g geiran 


24 MONTHS 


$199 plus tax for 24 months. 20,000 miles allowed for lease term $.25 per mile allowed thereafter. 
$2,695 customer cash + $2,800 manufacture rebate + $1,500 *Lease Conquest = $6,995 total due 
at lease signing. Includes all fees and first payment. No security deposit required. On approved credit. 
Some customers may not qualify to lease. 5 at this payment. Expires 6/30/18. *Must currently lease 
a 2012 or newer non-GM vehicle. 


Comics c5 Editorial B6 Movies E6 Scores 
Crossword F3 Horoscope F3 Obituaries B5 Television 
Dear Abby F3 Letters B6 Stocks C3 Weather 


"16,000 


TOTAL SAVINGS FROM MSRP 
$3,500 Dealer Discount + $9,500 Manufacture Rebate + $1,000 GM Down Payment Assistance*+ $2,000 
Lease Loyalty** = $16,000 total savings from MSRP. All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, 
any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions 
testing charges. 5 at this savings. All units subject to prior sale. Expires 6/30/2018. Excludes leases. *Must 


2018 GMC SIERRA 
1500 SLT CREW CAB 


D6 
E4 
A12 aang 


finance with GM financial **Must currently lease a GM Vehicle. 
All advertised prices plus government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge, and any emissions testing charges. All units subject to prior sale. Expires 6/30/18. 
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